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Port Tunnel project holding job fair
By Oscar Pedro Musibay

Hiring local residents and getting local business participation on big-ticket, long-term projects like the Port of Miami tunnel is a necessity in a community that thrives on tourism and construction.

Local people are hungry for word of any job opportunity. Who can forget news last year of long lines of people outside the baseball stadium being built in Little Havana for the Florida Marlins, lines that formed without a call from the builder for laborers?

So, it is welcome news that the city of Miami, Miami-Dade County and others are sponsoring Operation 305: Contractor and Supplier Expo for the Port Tunnel project.

The event is being held 7:30-10 a.m., Dec. 1 at the Port of Miami’s Terminal J, 1120 Caribbean Way. Interested parties can preregister online until Nov. 26 at www.tunneloperation305.com. 
Those who preregister pay $25. On the day of the event, the cost is $35.

Organizers are asking participants to fill out the seven-page prequalification package that can be found at www.tunneloperation305.com. The package includes questions about the applicant’s annual sales and net worth for three years. It also requires a copy of the applicant’s recent financial statement.

For more information, call Matthew Beatty at (305) 948-8063, ext. 209.

The county used a similar strategy to recruit local companies to work on the news Florida Marlins ballpark. So far, the county reports that a significant number of local companies and residents have worked on the project, which, during the height of construction, had 800 workers on the Little Havana site at one time.
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